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HONORING ST. GEORGE SERBIAN

ORTHODOX CHURCH

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 1, 2001

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
and celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the St.
George Serbian Orthodox Church in Oakland,
California.

During World War I, many Europeans, in-
cluding Serbians, faced the unspeakable hor-
rors of war. Some were fortunate to escape a
world of intolerance and hatred. It isn’t sur-
prising that many Serbians came to the United
States, a symbol of hope and freedom, in
search of a better life and future for them-
selves and their children.

New to the San Francisco Bay Area, Ser-
bian men and women valued a strong sense
of community and continued and maintain the
Orthodox faith, Serbian language and culture.
They affiliated themselves with the central of-
fice in Sarajevo, Bosnia, and their constant
communication enabled them to maintain a
connection to their homeland.

The leaders of Oakland’s Serbian commu-
nity understood the need to retain cultural tra-
ditions and Serbia’s history as a nation, par-
ticularly since many young Serbian children
were immersed in popular American culture. In
an effort to preserve and pass on the rich Ser-
bian culture and history to future generations,
a local school was established for Serbians.
This school was named the Serbian Society of
Education in Oakland.

On February 29, 1924, the Society sought
to purchase a piece of church property in
order to realize their mission to retain and fur-
ther cultivate their orthodoxy. This church was
named the St. George Serbian Orthodox
Church.

For over seventy-five years, St. George has
been the home for Serbian families, immi-
grants and refugees. The Church and its
members also formed the Saint George Ath-
letic Club, Women’s Auxiliary and St. George’s
Church Choir. These groups are regarded for
their contributions to social campaigns and po-
litical activism.

The St. George Serbian Orthodox Church
encourages and nurtures love and peace
among its members and instills a strong sense
of family in our community. Today I stand with
Oakland’s Serbian community as we celebrate
75 years of service to the community by St.
George Serbian Orthodox Church. We honor
their rich history and strong faith and trust in
God. May St. George continue to kindly lead
its members in the spirit of peace, love and
equality.
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IN HONOR OF THE CHILDREN’S
DISCOVERY MUSEUM

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 1, 2001

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Children’s Discovery Museum of
San Jose for being awarded the 2001 National
Award for Museum Service, as announced in
Washington DC on Monday, September 17,
2001.

The Institute of Museum and Library Serv-
ices, a Federal agency, annually presents the
National Awards for Museum and Library
Services, honoring three museums and three
libraries that demonstrate extraordinary serv-
ice to their communities. Recipients have inno-
vative approaches to public programming,
reaching beyond the expected levels of com-
munity outreach and traditional services.
These awards are presented by the First Lady
to demonstrate the level at which these institu-
tions are enriching lives and connecting peo-
ple to one another and to the world.

In receiving this award, the Children’s Dis-
covery Museum of San Jose joins just 21 mu-
seums in the Nation which have been be-
stowed this honor since its inception in 1994.
The Children’s Discovery Museum is the only
museum in California to receive this pres-
tigious award, clearly demonstrating San
Jose’s leadership in creating cultural re-
sources that truly enrich the learning and lives
of its children, families and schools.

This award establishes San Jose’s beloved
‘‘purple’’ museum for children as a premier in-
stitution in the Nation and as a leader in the
museum and library service fields. It honors
the community of San Jose, which deeply
cherishes and supports the Museum’s serv-
ices, and inspires the dedicated and talented
Museum staff to continue their work in cre-
ating bright futures for the children of San
Jose.
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JOB WELL DONE

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 1, 2001

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
express my sincere appreciation for the tre-
mendous job that the Chairman of the Energy
and Water Appropriations Subcommittee Rep-
resentative SONNY CALLAHAN and Ranking
Member, Representative PETER VISCLOSKY,
and the conferees have done in preparing the
FY 2001 Energy and Water Appropriations
Conference Report. Congress is certainly no
stranger to the constant public safety threat
that potential floods pose to my constituents
and I am most thankful for the continued sup-
port of this body in helping to greatly reduce
these risks. Thanks to your efforts and the ef-
forts of this Committee, Sacramento remains
on track with providing improved flood protec-
tion.

Sacramento’s immediate flood risk consist-
ently ranks highest among major metropolitan
areas in this nation. A catastrophic flood in
Sacramento would impact $40 billion of prop-
erty, including the California State Capitol, six
major hospitals, 26 nursing home facilities,
over 100 schools, 3 major freeway systems,
and approximately 160,000 homes or apart-
ments. As Congress continues to determine
the best long-term solution, I remain grateful
that this year’s conference report is consistent
with capability estimates developed by the
Army Corps of Engineers and the Sacramento
Area Flood Control Agency.

While this legislation provides continued
funding for a number of crucial flood protection
projects, I am particularly grateful for the inclu-
sion of construction funds for the South Sac-
ramento Streams Project. This ‘‘new start’’ is

of vital importance as the 100,000 people and
41,000 structures that reside in this area are
extremely susceptible to devastating floods.
These funds will enable this area to eventually
increase its woefully inadequate 50-year pro-
tection level to an acceptable 500-year protec-
tion level.

Increasing Sacramento’s mere 85-year level
of protection is a daunting task, but the sup-
port of my colleagues to protect my constitu-
ents has been unwavering and strong. Time
and again, the federal commitment has risen
to the occasion. On behalf of my constituents,
and myself I thank you for recognizing the
grave danger that Sacramento faces and act-
ing to alleviate those threats.
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REGARDING H.R. 3204, THE ‘‘INTEL-
LECTUAL PROPERTY PROTEC-
TION RESTORATION ACT OF 2001’’

HON. HOWARD COBLE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 1, 2001
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, today Represent-

ative HOWARD BERMAN and I are introducing
H.R. 3204, the ‘‘Intellectual Property Protec-
tion Restoration Act of 2001.’’ Senator LEAHY
is also introducing the same legislation in the
Senate today. This important legislation takes
a balanced and minimal approach to solving
the complex problem of preventing the indi-
vidual States from infringing intellectual prop-
erty with impunity. This bill simply prevents the
award of damages for infringement of intellec-
tual property owned by a State if that State
has not waived its immunity under the Elev-
enth Amendment. Currently, private parties
are unable to sue and receive damages for in-
fringement by States. H.R. 3204 will level the
playing field without curtailing States’ rights. It
is my hope that H.R. 3204 will be enacted into
law during the 107th Congress.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, on July 27, 2000, in
the 106th Congress, the Subcommittee on
Courts and Intellectual Property held a hearing
on this issue. My statement from that hearing
is included below.
STATEMENT OF HON. HOWARD COBLE, CHAIR-

MAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON COURTS AND INTEL-
LECTUAL PROPERTY REGARDING STATE SOV-
EREIGN IMMUNITY AND PROTECTION OF IN-
TELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Good Morning. The Subcommittee will
come to order. Today, we will discuss state
sovereign immunity and protection of intel-
lectual property.

To the great benefit of the United States,
the authors of the Constitution understood
how the creative arts and sciences would be
valuable to the American people, both finan-
cially and culturally. The Constitution gives
Congress the power to enact laws that give
authors and inventors rights in their respec-
tive creations for a limited time. Congress
has enacted such laws since 1790, resulting in
the development of American intellectual
property that is the envy of the world. It is
one of the top U.S. exports, generates bil-
lions of dollars in revenue, creates jobs, and
enriches the lives of the American people
and the world.

Since the enactment of the first intellec-
tual property laws, it was universally under-
stood that these laws applied to the states,
which would be subject to suit in federal
court for damages resulting from infringe-
ment. Historically, Congress assumed its Ar-
ticle I powers enabled it to abrogate states
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